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Methodological deficiencies on the paper “Hypoalbuminemia
as a mortality predictor”

Deficiencias metodoldgicas en el articulo “Hipoalbuminemia como predictor de mortalidad”

Manuel Gil-Vargas

Surgery Division, Eduardo Vazquez Navarro General Hospital of Puebla, Puebla, Puebla, Mexico

The article “Hipoalbuminemia como predictor de
mortalidadd' is a very good work, but it has a series of
abnormalities from a methodological standpoint that |
would like to discuss:

— To be considered a “predictivel work, a linear
regression should have been performed as sta-
tistical analysis. In this statistical procedure, the-
re is only a quantitative variable, but more than
one dependent variable?.

— It uses an odds ratio (OR) with a confidence
interval of 95%, which handles a case and con-
trol study. Therefore, in the conclusions, it
would show a positive association and not a
mortality predictor. In the case of a cohort
study, the impact measure should be the rela-
tive risk. The values obtained from the OR in-
dicate a heterogeneous sample, and this
sample is very small, which is a limitation, as
mentioned in the discussion34.

— In addition, it states that, for the categorical varia-
bles, an analySiS was conducted with the Chi-Squa- 1. Saucedo-Moreno EM, Fernandez-Rivera E, Ricardez-Garcia JA. Hipoal-
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Figure 1 shows a boxplots graph applied to
means, and stating the p value. If it handled
means, the statistics used would have to be
non-parametric (Mann-Whitney’s U). This does
not appear in the methodology. When using
means, the Student t test would be appropriate

(parametric statistics)®’.
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